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SUDBURY TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE LEISURE, ENVIRONMENT & HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE HELD IN  

THE MAYOR’S PARLOUR, TOWN HALL ON TUESDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 2020 AT 6.30PM              

  

PRESENT:  Mrs S Ayres – Chair 

  

    Mr S Hall 

    Mr O Forder  

    Ms L Fowler 

    Mrs J Osborne 

    Miss A Owen 

    Mr J Owen (arrived at 7.15pm) 

Mr J Sayers 

       

    Mrs J Howells – Town Clerk 

Mrs J Budd – Deputy Town Clerk 

Ms R Price – Town Centre Manager 

    Mr M Wilde – Market Manager 

 

1. SUBSTITUTES AND APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr D Williams. 

 

Miss A Owen attended as a substitute for Mr D Williams. 

 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 

 

In accordance with guidance from Babergh District Council’s Standards Committee, Mrs S Ayres, 

Mrs Osborne and Miss Owen declared that they are Babergh District Councillors. Mr Owen 

declared that he is a Suffolk County Councillor. Members asked that it be noted that their views 

expressed at this meeting would be based on information available at the time and might not be 

the same as those expressed at meetings involving other councils. 

Councillor Forder declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 8. Councillor Sayers declared a non-

pecuniary interest in items 6, 8, 9 and 13. 

3. DECLARATION OF GIFTS AND HOSPITALITY 

 

No declarations of gifts or hospitality were received. 

 

4. REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

 

No requests for dispensation had been received. 

 

5. MINUTES 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the minutes of the Leisure, Environment & Highways meeting held on the 28th January 2020 

be confirmed and signed as a correct record. 
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The Chairman invited Mr Darren Cox, a market trader on Sudbury Market, to attend the meeting to 

read out a statement regarding recent issues on the Market. 

 

RECOMMENDED 

 

Members noted the content of Mr Cox’s letter and agreed that his son, Mr Charlie Cox could 

return to the market on 27th February. 

 

6. SILK FESTIVAL 

 

Ms Rachel Price, the Town Centre Manager attended the meeting to update members on the Silk 

Festival. 

 

Ms Price advised members that she has agreed to be the liaison officer rather than the organiser or 

admin officer. The event will be a biennial event, with the next one scheduled for the weekend of 

the 3rd/4th September 2021. It is hoped this will be a multi-venue function, however it is likely that 

St Peter’s will be closed undergoing its major refurbishment. 

 

RECOMMENDED 

 

That Ms Price be thanked for the update and look forward to receiving further information. 

 

7. DELPHI FIREWORKS 

 

Members discussed the future of the Delphi Fireworks. Councillor Miss Owen advised members 

that the Delphi Centre/field would not be available after the 30th June due to its proposed closure. 

 

Mrs Budd informed members that ideally the firework company needed to be booked as soon as 

possible if the event was to go ahead elsewhere. 

 

RECOMMENDED 

 

That other venues be investigated. This matter will then be re-discussed at the next meeting of 

the Leisure Committee. 

 

8. ST PETER’S PUBLIC GARDEN 

 

The graveyard at St Peter’s has for many years been a closed and neglected space, mostly covered 

in large self-seeded bushes which attracts litter and frequent dumping. It is the belief of the Friends 

of St Peter’s that this space does not meet its potential and with careful planning could become an 

open and attractive public garden providing a quiet place away from traffic with both sunny and 

shaded places to sit. 

 

RECOMMENDED 

 

That members support this idea. If agreed with Mr Weir, then £25,000 of the funds he donated 

be reserved to carry out this project. That a meeting be arranged with Mr Weir to discuss the 

proposals. 
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9. MAP BOARDS AND TALBOT TRAIL POSTS 

 

Members were requested to consider a quotation from Radius Design to repaint the Map board 

and the Talbot Trail Posts. 

 

Mrs Budd advised members that at next months meeting it was hoped that members would be 

able to discuss with Radius Design a proposal to update the map boards. It was suggested that this 

quotation be deferred until then. 

 

RECOMMENDED 

 

That the quote for re-painting is DEFERRED until next month when a complete proposal for the 

update of the boards will be discussed. 

 

10. SUFFOLK FOOD PLAN 

 

The original idea of hosting Cookery lessons for vulnerable people was that of Councillors Sue Ayres 

and Jan Osborne. 

 

A meeting has been held with the Foodbank and other relevant agencies to help bring this idea to 

fruition. 

 

The idea is that 6 people at a time are offered a 6 week cookery course using foods supplied by the 

Food Bank and using the kitchen upstairs. 

 

There would be a minimal financial requirement from the Town Council; the use of electricity, small 

amount of staff time etc and the purchase of some equipment. 

 

No 72 have already identified 6 people for the first session. 

 

RECOMMENDED 

 

That the committee fully support this project and congratulate all those involved. 

 

That contact be made with Babergh District Council regarding hygiene and health checks. 

 

11. WOODHALL LAND 

 

The Town Clerk gave a brief history on the Woodhall Land. The Town Council require additional 

land for use as an additional cemetery. Within the local plan, land has been identified in Chilton. 

This land is owned by Suffolk County Council and the Town Council would be required to purchase 

this for a price of over £40,000. Although there is a redundant church at the site that could be used 

for small services, toilet provisions and highway infrastructure would be required. The land at 

Woodhall already belongs to the Town Council. A pre-planning application has been approved for 

this land to be used as additional Cemetery Land, however there are not any buildings, toilet 

provisions or highway infrastructure on this site. This site is contaminated with Japanese Knot weed 

which is the Town Council’s responsibility to remove. 
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RECOMMENDED 

 

That prices be obtained for the removal of the knotweed. 

That a list detailing the pro’s and con’s for each site be created. 

That officers seek comparative pricing from Chartered Surveyors to carry out a detailed costing  

on what the cost would be for each site to be used as a Cemetery. 

12. CCTV 

 

The Town Clerk and Deputy had a meeting with Babergh District Council and Stowmarket Town 

Council regarding CCTV. Sudbury’s cameras are no longer fit for purpose and need replacing 

urgently. Stowmarket Town Council own and manage their own CCTV and pay a contribution of 

£10k each year to have the cameras monitored 24/7 at the West Suffolk Control Centre. 

 

Through Community Infrastructure Levy (CiL) Babergh District Council would fund the purchase, 

installation and set-up costs of 17 new state of the art HD cameras. The Town Clerk has contacted 

Suffolk Police with regards to the location of cameras. Will we require as many as the new cameras 

will rotate 360 degrees? Or would the Police suggest additional? 

 

RECOMMENDED 

 

That subject to Babergh District Council obtaining the funding for the purchase of the new 

cameras, Sudbury Town Council would contribute £10,000 per annum for the maintenance and 

monitoring, subject to a detailed explanation being received on what exactly the money will be 

used for.  

 

That under the power of S144 of LGA 1972 members agree to contribute £10,000 per annum for 

the monitoring and maintenance of the cameras. This is subject to confirmation from the Finance 

Committee that funding is available for this. 

 

 

13. TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP OF VALLEY WALK 

 

For many years the Town Council have maintained the Valley Walk in Sudbury, but despite much 

effort, a legal agreement has never been finalised with Suffolk County Council (SCC). 

 

A status report received from our Solicitors is shown at minute page 139. Members were advised 

that currently the Sudbury Common Lands Charity manage and maintain the 

footpath/trees/shrubbery on behalf of the Town Council, but this does not include bridges, 

culverts, railings etc. 

 

RECOMMENDED 

 

That the Town Council are happy to enter into a lease agreement with Suffolk County Council to 

continue to undertake the work as we do now. 
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14. CARBON FOOTPRINT 

 

Members discussed a proposal from Groundwork East regarding an Environmental Review and 

Carbon Footprint report on Sudbury Town Council. 

 

It is anticipated that the report will contain practical easy steps that can be taken quickly. 

 

RECOMMENDED 

 

That under the power of S144 of the LGA 1972 members approve for the report to go ahead at a 

cost of £1525 + VAT. 

 

That the Full Council makes a commitment to strive to become Carbon Neutral. 

 

15. MILL ACRE 

 

Since the refurbishment of the Boating Pond last year, it was suggested that the whole area be 

refurbished. The Town Clerk advised members that she had been liaising with Sarah Carter from 

Babergh District Council to create a scheme suitable for this area. Any equipment would need to be 

low level. It was proposed that concrete picnic benches be installed to withstand any vandalism. Mr 

Weir has already agreed for some of his donation be used to fund this. Councillor Mrs Osborne 

advised that the Woods around Town group could build a Willow Hide. 

 

RECOMMENDED 

 

That this project be APPROVED and funded by the donation received from Mr Weir. Investigation 

be made into purchasing picnic tables that are made using recyclable materials. 

 

16. HIGHWAYS MATTERS 

 

a) Speed Enforcement Data – Members discussed the speed data received from Suffolk Police. 

Comments were made on whether more resources were being given to villages rather than 

towns as some of their data was much higher. 

 

RECOMMENDED 

 

Clarify with the Police whether resources are being ‘shared’ equally. 

 

Could the Town Council borrow a ‘dummy’ camera and set up a team of volunteers to 

undertake speedwatch? 

 

Invite the new Police Inspector to the next meeting.  

NB Inspector Kevin Horton will attend the Annual Town Meeting on the 25th March. 
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b) Highway List  

 

RECOMMENDED 

 

Councillor Owen will chase up the outcome of discussions that were held during the meeting 

members had at Ipswich Highway Office. 

 

That the notes from the ‘walk around town’ be added to the Highway list. 

Suffolk County Council’s proposal to update all street lights to LED bulbs will was discussed 

by cabinet members today. 

 

17. MATTERS PENDING 

 

The Matters Pending list shown at minute page 141 was discussed.  

 

RECOMMENDED 

 

Item 7 - Uplighters Old Market Place – A specialist company in lighting will need to be contacted 

to discuss this. 

 

That the contents of the matters pending list be noted. 

 

8.50pm – Councillor Steve Hall left the meeting 

 

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC (WHICH TERM INCLUDES THE PRESS) 

That pursuant to Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from 

the meeting for the business specified in item 18 on the grounds that if the public were present 

during this item, it is likely that there would be disclosure to them of exempt information. 

 

18. SUDBURY MARKET 

 

RECOMMENDED 

 

That the Private and Confidential report shown at minute page 138 be NOTED. 

 

The meeting concluded at 9.05 pm 

………………………………………… 

           Chairman 


