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 SUDBURY TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF SUDBURY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE ASSEMBLY 
ROOM, TOWN HALL, SUDBURY ON TUESDAY 13TH NOVEMBER 2018 AT 7.00PM 

_________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Present: Mrs S Ayres, Mayor of Sudbury, in the CHAIR. 
 

    Mrs J Antill   Mr S Hall    
    Mr S Barrett   Mr N Irwin 

Mr N Bennett                     Mr A Osborne     
 Mr T Burrows   Mrs J Osborne 

Mr S Clarke   Mr J Owen 
Mr L Cresswell   Mr R Spivey 
Mr R Drury 

 
Mrs J Howells   Town Clerk 
Mrs J Budd   Assistant Town Clerk 
Mr C Spence   Suffolk County Councillor 
 
5 members of public  

   
      1       APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr J Sayers. 
 

      2       DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

In accordance with guidance from Babergh District Council’s Standards Committee, Mrs Ayres, Mr 
Burrows, Mr Cresswell, Mr Osborne and Mrs Osborne declared that they are Babergh District 
Councillors.  Mr J Owen declared that he is a Suffolk County Councillor. All of these members asked 
that it be noted that their views expressed at this meeting would be based on information available 
at the time and might not be the same as those expressed at meetings involving other councils. 
 

         3     DECLARATIONS OF GIFTS AND HOSPITALITY 
 

  No declarations were received. 
 

4 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 
 

  No requests for dispensation had been received. 
 

5 MINUTES 
 

RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on Tuesday 9th October 2018 be confirmed and 
signed as a correct record. 

 
6 VISION FOR PROSPERITY 

 
RESOLVED 
 
Due to unforeseen circumstances, Mr J Stephenson, Strategic Director at Babergh District Council 
was unable to attend the meeting. He will now attend the January meeting. 
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7 PROPOSED SUDBURY BYPASS/RELIEF ROAD 

Suffolk County Council (SCC) has announced that the option of building a bypass will not be taken 
forward at this time, despite providing “a lot of benefits to the town”. 

SCC said the cost – at between £50million and £70million – is “prohibitively high resulting in a low 
benefit cost ratio”. 

The County Council said it will now consider a multi-million pound programme to upgrade busy road 
junctions in Sudbury to ease traffic congestion in town following advice from independent experts 
WSP. 

Members were requested to respond to this decision. 

RESOLVED 

That a strongly worded open letter be sent to Suffolk County Council stating the Town Council’s 
extreme disappointment with this decision and the fact they we only found out through a press 
release. 

The content of the letter should include: 

 Sudbury feel extremely let down by this decision. 

 How do SCC envisage the upgrading of various junctions will reduce the amount of traffic that 
comes through Sudbury?  

 That the Town Council would no longer support major developments, such as Chilton Woods 
without significant infrastructure improvement. 

 What is the timescale for these works and will it be completed in phases? 

 WPS stated a couple of years ago that the junction of King Street/Cornard Road was the most 
efficient style of junction. Why is this being considered as one to be upgraded? 

 Why are SCC still going to try and fund 3 river crossings in Ipswich when the cost has increased 
from £93 million to £134 million? 

 What will this £10 million investment actually provide? 

 How much of the proposed £50 - £70 million cost would SCC actually have to fund? 

 Request a copy of the report produced by WPS, and a copy of the criteria for the proposed 
business case. 

 
The Town Clerk will compose the letter before circulating to all members for their comments, prior 
to the letter being sent to SCC and the media. 
 

8 REPORTS 
 
a) County Councillor Report - Mr Owen advised members of the following: 

 A majority of Mr Owen’s report was to include the bypass. This was discussed in the item above. 

 Decriminalisation of street parking – SCC Cabinet have approved the Management Strategy for 
this scheme. The start has been delayed due to legal teams at central government being tied up 
with Brexit. It should be late 2019. 

 Various motions have been passed recently by SCC including ending period poverty amongst 
girls. This will be promoted in all schools in Suffolk, not just County Council run schools but 
unfortunately funding for this initiative was not approved. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That Mr Owen be thanked for his report. 
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County Councillor Report – Mr Spence advised members of the following:- 

 

 Mid Suffolk Home First won a top accolade from the Quality Care Commission for the vital work 
they carry out. 

 A consultation is currently underway between family carers and the relationship they have with 
Suffolk County Council. What works well, what doesn’t and how can this be improved. 

 GCSE results in Suffolk are now in line with the national average. 

 Over the next couple of years SCC need to reduce their overall budget by £25 million. 

 A consultation on School admissions has just ended. 

 Locality budget has been reduced, so very difficult to accommodate all the requests received. 
 

RESOLVED 
 
That Mr Spence be thanked for his report. 

 
b) Policing issues 

 
RESOLVED 
 
Members were pleased to read in the press that there is to be one day where the Police will 
‘crack down’ on illegal parking in Sudbury. Parking in a disabled bay without a blue badge is 
also becoming a big problem in town. 
 

c) District Councillors report – Mrs Ayres gave the report.  Members were advised that: 
 

 A housing and homeless strategy is currently out for consultation. Members were strongly 
requested to visit the Babergh web site and complete the survey. 

 The scrutiny committee have been discussing housing issues. Currently there is emergency 
accommodation for women but nowhere for men. This is being dealt with. 

 There is only one ‘registered’ rough sleeper in Babergh. There are others but they do not engage 
with the homeless team. 

 The proposed relocation of Hardwicke House is fairly well advanced and does involve the District 
Council. At the moment the detail of this proposal is private and confidential. 

 Babergh purchase new houses direct from plan, rather than employ their own developer. 
Recently most housing development applications are delivering the 35% affordable homes. 
Members were requested to complete the Homes Strategy Consultation currently available the 
Babergh website. 
 
RESOLVED 

 
That Councillor Mrs Ayres be thanked for her report and the information received from other 
Councillors be NOTED. 

 
d) Public Forum 

 
At 8.17pm members of the public were invited to ask questions pertaining to Sudbury. The 
meeting resumed at 8.27pm. 

 
9 TO ADOPT THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEES: 

 
Planning & Development It was RESOLVED to ADOPT the REPORT  
8th October 2018 
 
Planning & Development It was RESOLVED to ADOPT the REPORT  
22nd October 2018 
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Policy & Resources It was RESOLVED to ADOPT the REPORT  
23rd October 2018 
 
The Chairman advised that further works on the Boating Pond will not take place until the spring. 
Members were asked to create a list of possible cost pressures for the 2019/2020 budget. 
 
Leisure, Environment & Highways It was RESOLVED to ADOPT the REPORT  
30th October 2018 
 
Finance It was RESOLVED to ADOPT the REPORT  
6th November 2018 

 
10 TOWN COUNCIL BUSINESS PLAN 

 
Members were requested to adopt the Sudbury Town Council Business Plan. This has been 
considered and discussed by all the committees. 
 
A copy of the proposed Business Plan is shown at minute page 497. 
 
RESOLVED 

 
That the attached Business Plan be ADOPTED. 
 
That thanks be given to Councillor Mrs Antill who has spent a lot of time creating this document. 
 
It is a ‘living’ document so it will be reviewed and amended (if necessary) every 6 months. 

 
11 FINANCE 

 
The Finance committee recommended to Full Council the adoption of the following: 
 
a) The internal control conduct document for the period ending 30.09.18 (copy shown at minute 

page 524) 
b) The external audit report for the financial year 31.03.18 (copy shown at minute page 526) 
 

Under LGA1972 s144 members were requested to approve quotes for the electricity supply contract. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the internal and external reports be ADOPTED. 
 
That under LGA1972 s144 members approved a new 53 month contract with SSE from 1.11.2019 in 
the sum of £11301.99 
 

12 RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR SARAH PAGE 
 
The Town Clerk advised that she had received the resignation of Councillor Sarah Page due to ill 
health. 
 
Members were advised that due to the resignation being within 6 months of a local election, the 
town council did not have to elect/co-opt a new member. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That a new member is not elected/co-opted prior to the elections in May. 
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13 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The Mayor thanked everyone for attending the commemorations on Remembrance Sunday. Special 
thanks was given to Tricia Drawbridge who ‘piped’ at 6am outside St Peter’s, as well as all the staff 
involved in the poppy cascade. 
 
A copy of the other functions the Mayor has attended is shown at minute page 527. 
 
 
 
 
 
The business of the meeting was concluded at 8.40 pm 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                    Chairman………………………………………………. 


