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SUDBURY TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE LEISURE & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE HELD THROUGH VIDEO 

TELECONFERENCING ON TUESDAY 30TH MARCH 2021 AT 6.30PM 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PRESENT:  Ms E Murphy – Chair 

 

    Mr T Cresswell 

Mr O Forder  

    Mr S Hall 

Mr A Osborne 

    Miss A Owen 

    Mr J Owen 

 

    Mr C Griffin – Town Clerk 

Mrs J Budd – Deputy Town Clerk 

Ms R Price – Town Centre Manager 

Mr B Smith – Community Warden Manager 

 

Councillors Mrs S Ayres, N Bennett and Mrs J Osborne were in attendance.  

 

1. SUBSTITUTES AND APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Ms Fowler and Mr Sayers. 

 

Miss A Owen was substitute for Ms. L. Fowler. 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 

 

In accordance with guidance from Babergh District Council’s Standards Committee,  Mr T 
Cresswell, Mr A Osborne and Miss A Owen declared that they were Babergh District Councillors.  
Mr J Owen declared that he was a Suffolk County Councillor.  
 

3. DECLARATION OF GIFTS AND HOSPITALITY 

 

No declarations of gifts or hospitality were received. 

 

4. REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

 

No requests for dispensation had been received. 

 

5. MINUTES 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the minutes of the Leisure & Environment Committee meeting held on the 23rd February 2021 

be confirmed and signed as a correct record. These had been approved and adopted at the March 

Full Council meeting. 
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6. BOATING POND  

  

A report received from the Working Party was discussed. A copy of this report is shown at minute 

page 205.  A member of the group, Councillor Forder, advised members that the working party had 

suggested four possible options, and advised on their preferred option which would be an informal 

play area featuring a mound and wildlife areas. Former Councillor and illustrator, Mr Peter Gray, had 

drawn a visualisation of how the area might look. 

 

There was a discussion of possible unintended consequences of making the changes and it was hoped 

that reducing the density and height of the surrounding shrubbery might help deter antisocial 

behaviour. 

 

RECOMMENDED 

 

That the working party be thanked for their detailed report and that the committee recommend 
to full council the option as suggested by the working party. 
 
That consultation with the public through social media and the press be arranged asap. 
 
That a letter be written to Mr Gray thanking him for his assistance. 

 
7. SUDBURY EVENTS 2021 
 

Members were requested to agree which events, if any, the Town Council should organise for the 
period after COVID restrictions were due to end in June.  The Suffolk Walking Festival in May and 
the Suffolk Day in June were not primarily town council events and Sudbury’s contribution could fit 
in with the Suffolk-wide approach.  Concerns were expressed over the advisability of running the 
‘Sudbury on Show’ on the 4th July and the ‘Party in the Park’ on the 18th July. 
 
The Deputy Town Clerk advised members that the firework display, held at Delphi for a number of 
years, had come to a natural end as Delphi itself was now closed and no other suitable location 
could be found. It was hoped that events in the autumn and winter such as the Christmas Fair and 
the Old People’s parties would be able to go ahead as normal, however the situation would be 
monitored accordingly. 
 
RECOMMENDED 
 
That events proposed for July be postponed until 2022.  No events were planned for August. 
 
That events from September onwards would be considered at subsequent Leisure and 
Environment Committee meetings. 
 
That the Firework display will no longer be held unless a suitable location can be found. 
 

8. FUNDING FOR OPEN GREEN SPACES 

 

The Town Clerk advised members that central government had launched a new £56 million ‘Welcome 

Back Fund’ to help councils boost tourism, improve green spaces and provide more outdoor seating 

areas, markets and food stall pop-ups – giving people more safer options to reunite with friends and 

relatives.  It was understood that over £146,000 had been given to Babergh District Council. 
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RESOLVED 

That the Town Clerk forwards the details onto District Councillor Mrs Osborne who, as a member 

of the Babergh Cabinet, may be able to advise on the criteria for the use of this funding. 

 

9. ‘WALKERS ARE WELCOME’ 

The Town Centre Manager advised members that a few years ago Suffolk County Council donated a 

small amount of funding for Sudbury Town Council to pay for Walkers are Welcome membership. 

Sudbury Town Council is now a paid-up provisional member and working towards accreditation for 

the town. Some of the possible benefits include: 

• Help to create new footpaths, routes and long distance trials. 

• Better promotion through improved waymarking and interactive signage. 

• Promotes the health benefits of walking. 

• Strengthen the Sudbury’s reputation as a walking destination. 

The next step would be to form a committee comprising a number of representatives from local 

businesses, residents, health and wellbeing groups, public transport providers, county, district and 

town council. Ms Price has approached a representative from the Sudbury Ramblers Association to 

chair and made approaches to a few other interested parties locally. It is recommended that a 

member of the Leisure and Environment Committee also attends. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That Councillor Miss Owen will represent the Town Council on the Walker are Welcome 

committee.  

 

That members approved under power of LGA 1972 s.145 the annual membership subscription in 

the sum of £90 to be funded from the EMR#327 Advertising & Promotion. A grant for Walker are 

Welcome in the sum of £500 from Suffolk County Council was allocated to the EMR#327 

Advertising & Promotion in the financial year ended 31/03/2017. 

  

10. ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN 

 

 The Town Clerk updated members on the progress of the Environmental Plan. 

 

 Unfortunately, due to COVID and its restrictions, progress has been slow.  

 

The Facilities Manager is investigating the possibility of installing consumer meters to enable the 

hour by hours monitoring of gas and electricity consumption. 

 

RESOLVED  

 

That the Town Clerk be thanked for the update. 

 

11. COMMUNITY LAND TRUST 

 

A group of individuals that were not content with the proposals from Babergh District Council 

regarding Belle Vue House and the Old Swimming Pool site, were considering creating a Community 

https://walkersarewelcome.org.uk/
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Land Trust. These trusts could be set up to support affordable houses, renewable energy or 

community asset scheme. A Community Land Trust could also claim back a tax rebate of 25% of any 

donation received. 

RESOLVED 

 

That the Town Clerks report be noted. 

 

7.36pm Councillor Mrs Osborne left the meeting. 

 

12. BEACONSFIELD CLOSE 

 

An email received from a resident of Beaconsfield Close requested permission for residents of 

Beaconsfield Close and Road to maintain and plant the two grass verges on the junction of these 

roads. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the Town Council support their initiative, however, actual permission would need to come 

from Babergh District Council as they currently maintain this area. 

 

13. BUS SHELTERS 

 

A report from the Town Centre Manager regarding the required refurbishment of two bus shelters 

at the Bus Station is shown at minute page 208. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

The Committee agreed that refurbishment was required. 

 

That under the power of LGA 1972 s142, members approved expenditure up to £2600 + VAT, 

funded from EMR#330 Sudbury Infrastructure CiL fund. 

 

14. ‘PUB CRAWL THROUGH TIME’ 

 

The Tourist Information Centre had been selling the ‘Pub Crawl Through Time’ book on a sale or 

return basis.  The Town Council would keep a fixed fee per copy sold, but now the balance needed 

to be returned to the author, Mr P Thorogood. 

 

Members were requested to approve payment of the invoices for up to £1,000 for the author’s share 

of the income from the books the Tourist Information Centre have already sold. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That under the Local Government Act 1972 s.144 members agree to pay Mr P Thorogood the 

invoices for up to £1,000 in total for the sale of ‘Pub Crawl Through Time’ books. 
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15. ROAD SIGN CLEANING EQUIPMENT 

 

The Community Warden Manager advised members that Suffolk County Council had paid £1,620 

(excluding VAT) to Sudbury Town Council for the purchase of new road sign cleaning equipment. 

 

 Members were requested to approve expenditure of this money for the purchase of the equipment. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That under the Local Government Act 1972 s.111 members agree to pay up to £1,620 (excluding 

VAT) for the purchase of new road sign cleaning equipment. 

 

16. OAK POST FOR THE CROFT 

 

Complaints had been received from councillors and the public regarding the amount of vehicles 

parking on the grass verges at the bottom of the Croft, and how the grass was being ruined.  

 

RESOLVED 

 

That under the Open Spaces Act 1906 s.10b members agree to pay up to £1,255 (excluding VAT) 

for the purchase of oak posts to protect the verges. 

 

17. REPLANTING OF THE WAR MEMORIAL FLOWER BED 

 

The Grounds Maintenance Contractor had advised that the rose bed on the righthand side of the 

War Memorial needed replanting. The roses there had become stale. 

RESOLVED 

That due to vehicles mounted the kerb in this area, the flower bed concerned should be converted 

to grass planted with bulbs such as Daffodils and Crocuses. 

18. COMMUNITY VAN INSURANCE 

Members were requested to approve payment for the annual insurance of the Community Warden 

Vans. Comparison websites had been used to check value for money, however, it was clear that the 

current insurer’s quote was the best. £1,200 had been allocated in the budget for Van Insurance. 

RESOLVED 

 

That under the Local Government Act 1972 s.111 members agree to pay up to £1,210 (excluding 

VAT) for the renewal of the insurance on the Community Warden Vans. 

 

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC (WHICH TERM INCLUDES THE PRESS) 

That pursuant to the Local Government Act 1972 s.100A(4), the public be excluded from the 

meeting for the business specified in item 19 on the grounds that, if the public were present during 

this item, it was likely that there would be disclosure to them of exempt information. 
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19. FARMERS MARKET 

 

 A private and confidential report is shown at minute page 210. 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 8.30 pm 

 

…………………………………………            

Chairman 
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To: Leisure and Environment Committee 

From: Oliver Forder 

Mill Acre Working Group 

Members of the Committee will recall that it was agreed at the Committee meeting of June 2020 that a 

working group should be set up to investigate the boating pond and its surrounds at Mill Acre and to make 

recommendations for its future.  The members of the working group are: - 

• Cllr Ellen Murphy 

• Cllr Oliver Forder 

• Cllr Alison Owen 

• Cllr John Sayers 

There have been 2 meeting of the working group.  Cllr Sayers has not attended either meeting and Cllr A 

Owen did not attend the second. 

Officer support has been provided by Ciaran Griffin and Jodie Budd. 

There is a budget item of [£25,000] for the boating pond in the budget for the year ending April 2022. 

The working group considered 4 options for the future of the boating pond and Mill Acre: - 

1. Repair of the structure of the boating pond and continuation of its current use. 

2. A change of use to a lily pond with a fountain. 

3. Reusing the structure of the pond as a raised flower bed. 

4. Recreating the pond as a raised mound for informal play. 

The main points raised in discussion and recommendations reached were as follows: - 

1. Repair of the structure of the boating pond and continuation of its current use. 

Members considered that: - 

• There was an ongoing issue with the physical integrity of the pond and that, if it were 

repaired, it was likely that further expensive repairs would be required on a continuing 

basis. 

• There were unavoidable health and safety issues with members of the public, 

especially children, using the pond as a swimming and paddling area in warm weather.  

Although warning signage is, and could be, provided, it was unclear that this would be 

sufficient to protect the Council from legal action if an illness resulted. 

• The structure was underused as a boating pond. 

Members agreed that this option should not be recommended to the Committee. 

2. A change of use to a lily pond with a fountain. 

 

Members considered that: - 

 

• The same issues arose with this option as with option 1. 

• In addition, maintaining the pond as a lily pond would incur expense. 

• Initial quotations for a fountain had been obtained in the amount of approximately 

[£10,000].  It was likely that the fountain would also need continuing maintenance and 

could be subject to vandalism as the area is away from housing. 

• A power supply would need to be provided, which would be difficult and expensive 

given the distance it would need to travel. 
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Members agreed that this option should not be recommended to the Committee. 

 

3. Reusing the structure of the pond as a raised flower bed. 

Members considered that: - 

• This option had some attraction as the cost would be low although continuing 

maintenance would be required. 

• However, it was also felt that this was an old-fashioned option with a ‘don’t touch’ feel.  

It would not encourage informal natural participation more appropriate to the setting 

by the water meadows. 

Members agreed that this option should not be recommended to the Committee. 

4. Recreating the pond as a raised mound for informal play. 

Members had the benefit of a design submitted pro bono by Peter Gray, a former member of 

this Council.  It is attached to this report for the information of Councillors. 

Members considered that: - 

• The raised mound would encourage the use of Mill Acre for informal play and by 

families.  The mound could be landscaped to harmonise with the natural environment.  

Members understood that a mound of this sort had proved to be extremely popular at 

Sutton Hoo. 

• The cost of realising this project would be relatively low, as it would not be necessary 

to cart away rubble. 

• Continuing maintenance costs would be minimised. 

• It could be combined with a redesign of the area to improve picnicking facilities and to 

open up the entrance to provide clear sight lines in order to discourage any antisocial 

behaviour. 

• Young people could be involved in the project be asking schools to arrange for time 

capsules to be buried in the mound.  These time capsules would provide a memory of 

young people’s experience in the time of Covid. 

 

Members agreed that this option should be recommended to the Committee. 

 

Further matters were considered by the working group as follows: - 

 

• It was recognised that the boating pond had originally been constructed with the benefit of a 

bequest from the Green family in 1971.  It was agreed that the Deputy Town Clerk would approach 

the family to ascertain if they were agreeable to a change of use.  In any event, it was agreed that 

there should be a prominent memorial to commemorate this original benefaction, bearing in mind 

that 2021 marks its 50th anniversary. 

• In the event that the Green family objected, a budget of up to £1,000 was agreed by Cllr Ellen 

Murphy as Chair of the Leisure and Environment Committee to establish the legal position. 

• It was agreed that the Deputy Town Clerk should consult with all interested parties, including any 

model boating clubs in the area, by means of a circular letter. 

• It was agreed that, provided the recommendation is approved by the Leisure and Environment 

Committee, an article should be circulated to the local press setting out the proposal so that the 

public was informed, and representations could be made. 
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• It was thought, prior to obtaining formal estimates, that the cost of this option would be £7,500 to 

£12,500 for the boating pond, which would be well within budget and leave further funds available 

for further improvement works to Mill Acre. 

 

Members of the Committee are now requested to consider the recommendation of the Working Group 

and, if in agreement, approve it so it can be put forward for approval to Full Council. 

 

Oliver Forder 

22nd March 2021 
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Following my enquiries regarding use of 106 Funds for Sudbury Bus Station – Suffolk CC inform 

us the funds for the Bus Station have already been allocated. 

 

I would therefore like to propose refurbishment of the x2 bus shelters (pictured below in their 

current state), acquired by the Town Council in 2007. I hope the necessity for suggesting the 

renovation is evidenced by the photos.  

 

The refurbishment costs estimated at: £2552 + VAT (breakdown below): 

 

I have received the following quotation from Auto Innovation for the replacement of the panes: 

 

For the materials and installation (x 2 shelters): Standard 6mm clear polycarbonate supply and 

fit £1190 + vat per shelter (x6 sheets per shelter) = £2380 + VAT  

For x4 end panels to be utilised for Sudbury promo (walking, local businesses, market – example 

graphics attached) - x4 clip frame sheets £18 + VAT each = £72 + VAT 

Paint for x2 bus shelters and bin = £100 + VAT 

Painting – community wardens and voluntary support (I would gladly volunteer my time).  

 

There is currently no timeline proposed by the Sudbury Vision Committee / BDC for the 

development of Hamilton Road. Furthermore, these shelters are an STC asset and their 

maintenance is our responsibility. 

Thank you, once again happy to present this argument if not clear. 

All the best, Rachel 

 

 

 

 

 


