
274 
 

SUDBURY TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE LEISURE & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE HELD THROUGH VIDEO 

TELECONFERENCING ON TUESDAY 27TH APRIL 2021 AT 6.30PM 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PRESENT:  Ms E Murphy – Chair 

 

    Mr T Cresswell 

    Mr S Hall 

Mr A Osborne 

    Miss A Owen 

    Mr J Owen 

 

    Mr C Griffin – Town Clerk 

Mrs J Budd – Deputy Town Clerk 

Mr B Smith – Community Warden Manager 

 

Councillors Mrs S Ayres was in attendance.  

 

1. SUBSTITUTES AND APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Ms Fowler and Mr Sayers. 

 

Miss A Owen was the substitute for Ms Fowler. 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 

 

In accordance with guidance from Babergh District Council’s Standards Committee, Mr T 
Cresswell, Mr A Osborne and Miss A Owen declared that they were Babergh District Councillors.  
Mr J Owen declared that he was a Suffolk County Councillor.  
 

3. DECLARATION OF GIFTS AND HOSPITALITY 

 

No declarations of gifts or hospitality were received. 

 

4. REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

 

No requests for dispensation had been received. 

 

5. MINUTES 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the minutes of the Leisure & Environment Committee meeting held on the 30th March 2021 

be confirmed and signed as a correct record. These had been approved and adopted at the April 

Full Council meeting. 

 

6. BOATING POND  

  

The Town Clerk updated members on the consultation for the proposed changes to the Boating Pond. 

The Council’s preferred option had been published in an article in the Suffolk Free Press as well as on 

social media. The public had been asked to send in their comments on the proposals by Friday 7th 
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May.  These comments will be collated and distributed to all members ahead of the full Council 

meeting on the 18th May. 

 

RECOMMENDED 

 

That all members encourage the maximum engagement with the public to understand local 
opinions on the future of Mill Acre.  To assist with this, some members offered to operate an 
information stall in the market.  If a scale model could be made, this would aid in the display and 
help engage the public. 

 
7. APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES LICENCE 
 

The Town Clerk recommended that Sudbury Town Council apply for a Premises Licence for Market 
Hill. This would make it easier for the Town Council to run events that had live music, sell alcohol 
etc. Currently for Market Hill, Babergh District Council are allowed to issue a maximum of only 15 
Temporary Events Notices (TENs) throughout the year. A large majority of these have already been 
issued for 2021. If the Town Council’s application for a Premises Licence for Market Hill was 
successful, Babergh District Council would stop issuing TENs for Market Hill and other applicants 
would need to apply through the Town Council, for which a charge could be made.  
 
As part of the application process, a ‘Responsible Person’ must hold an accredited personal licence 
qualification recognised by the Home Secretary under the Licensing Act 2003.  Therefore, one of 
the Town Hall staff would have to attend and pass a short licensing course to qualify them to be 
named on the Licence. The Town Clerk was content to do this. The costs involved would be the 
course fee of up to £150, an initial licence application fee of £190, followed by an annual renewal 
fee of £180.  There would also be a requirement to publish the licence application in the local press 
at the Town Council’s expense. 
 
RESOLVED 

 
That under the Power of the Local Government Act 1972 s.145 members approved the sum of 
£190 to apply for the Premises Licence, along with an assumption of an annual renewal fee of 
£180. 
 
That under the Power of Local Government Act 1972 s.145 members approved up to £500 for 
advertising costs. 
 
That under the Power Local Government Act 1972 s.145, members approved the payment of up 
to £150 excluding VAT for the Town Clerk to attend a personal licence qualification training 
course. 
 
Funding for the above will come from 205_4128 Party in the Park budget. 

 
8. NEW INFORMATION CENTRE 
 

The Town Clerk advised that the new Information Centre (incorporating the Town Council services, 
Suffolk County services and the Tourist Information Centre) was now fully operational within the 
Town Hall, using the old Advice Centre desk. 
 
Over half the window on to Gaol Lane was blocked by four boards showing pictures of historical 
characters from the Heritage Centre, which made it more difficult for passers-by to see in.  The 
Town Clerk suggested that the members should consider removing these boards to allow more 
light in and also to open up the view of the Information Centre to members of the public.  
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Additional advertising for the Museum and Heritage Centre could be arranged on the adjacent brick 
wall, which already had a large notice board. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the decision should be made by the full Council at their next meeting on the 18th May.  All 
members were strongly encouraged to visit the new Information Centre and look at the situation 
for themselves before this meeting. 
  

9. SUDBURY EVENTS 2021 
 

At the last meeting of this committee, members were keen for Party in the Park to held in 
September 2021. This was going to be reliant on Councillors committing to help throughout the day 
of the event. 
 
A report from the Events Co-ordinator indicated that a minimal amount of commitment had been 
received from Councillors. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That Party in the Park be postponed for this year. 
 
That subject to government guidelines, the Christmas Light Switch-On should take place. 
 

10. CHANGES IN BUS SHELTER SPONSORSHIP 

 

The Town Clerk advised members that currently the Town Council have a non-financial contract with 

a company called Clear Channel who maintain a number of bus shelters around the town. (Not those 

in the Bus Station). Clear Channel raise their revenue from the sale of advertising space on these 

shelters. 

 

Following COVID, Clear Channel have had to change their operating model, and are going to withdraw 

from the contract to maintain the bus shelters in exchange for the advertising space.  The Town Clerk 

had been advised that the Town Council would be gifted the bus shelters, but would also becoming 

responsible for their upkeep and maintenance. 

 

Clear Channel also enquired whether the Town Council would consider supporting their proposal to 

erect illuminated electronic advertising in the centre of Sudbury, as this was the likely to be the future 

method of town centre advertising. 

 

RESOLVED 

That Sudbury Town Council carries out a survey on the condition of the bus shelters in case monies 

need to be set aside in future budgets. 

 

That the Town Clerk investigates whether there would be any restriction on the Town Council using 

or selling the vacant advertising space on the bus shelters. 

 

That Clear Channel be advised that as Sudbury Town Centre is within a Conservation Area, 

internally illuminated signage is not allowed. 
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That the members of staff involved in the refurbishment of the bus shelters in the Bus Station be 

thanked for the improvement this work has made. 

 

11. STREET TRADING POLICY 

 

Members were requested to discuss the development of a policy on Street Trading. The Town Centre 

Manager advised, via email, that whilst the Town Council strongly encourage businesses to trade 

within the town centre and acknowledge the impact of a diversity of businesses both on the high 

street and on our market, the recent influx of street trading applications in Sudbury, paired with the 

challenges that high street businesses currently face, it was pertinent to adopt a street trading policy. 

 

Each proposal would have to be considered on its individual merits, but the following points were 

proposed as the basis for the policy: 

- As first priority the Town Council would support and promote existing rate and rent paying 
businesses within the town centre and would not wish to encourage street traders who might 
have a negative impact on these business’, especially where there would be duplication of 
products or services. 
 

- Where street traders were not considered to be likely to have a negative impact, they would be 
invited to take a trial pitch on Sudbury Market on Thursdays, Fridays or Saturdays in 
accordance with policies outlined in the Market Regulations. 
 

- There would be a general assumption against any ‘urban intrusion’ caused by street trading 
trailers / vans etc in and around Sudbury’s water meadows and green spaces.  There would 
need to be an environmental impact assessment of any proposed street trader. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That a draft Street Trading Policy be drawn up, using the principles above, and then discussed by 

the Policy and Resources Committee before being adopted by the full Council. 

 

12. SELLING OF REFRESHMENTS ON THE CROFT 

 

Two requests have been received asking for permission to sell tea, coffee, cake etc on The Croft and 

Mill Acre. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

Following the discussion held in item 11, members agreed not to allow Street Trading in this area, 

but advise the applicants to apply to trade on the regular Market. 

 

13. BABERGH WAYFINDING SCHEME 

 

An email received from Tabitha Runacres, Town Centre Vision Co-Ordinator, Economic 

Development and Regeneration at Babergh District Council was discussed. 

Members were advised of the Creative wayfinding project that has started with support from the 

Town Centre Manager.  Ms Runacres was keen for this project to progress and to build a positive 

relationship with the Town Council for the project. 
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She suggested that the council are included and part of the process, so wondered if it might be 

possible to have a meeting with a couple of Councillors who may be happy to be updated regularly 

and even able to attend some of the consultation events in May/June time.  

 

The Deputy Town Clerk advised members on the history of the project and that back in 2018 she was 

involved in developing a way finding scheme. Unfortunately, due to the limitations regarding S106 

monies, funding had not been available. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That Councillor Jack Owen and the Deputy Town Clerk be part of the Wayfinding initiative with 

Babergh. 

 

14. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACTS 

 

The Chairman suggested to members that a small working group be set up to go through the Grounds 

Maintenance Contracts. Although the current contracts run until the Autumn of 2023, it was felt that 

these would require a complete overhaul, and it was best to start sooner rather than later. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the working party consists of Councillors Ms Murphy, Mr Hall, Miss Owen, Mr Owen and the 

Town Clerk. 

 

15. ST GREGORY’S CHURCH – WILD FLOWER MEADOW 

 

As the Town Council are responsible for maintaining the closed churchyard at St Gregory’s Church, 

members were requested to give permission for the formation of a Wild Flower Meadow. The Church 

is registered as an ECO church and as such has just received it’s bronze status. 

 

There would not be any cost to the Town Council. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That this request be approved. 

 

16. ST GREGORY’S CHURCH - DONATION 

 

An email from a Churchwarden for St Gregory’s was discussed. A generous offer had been received 

from the family of a former member of the congregation. Initially the thought was to purchase a 

bench, however concerns were raised over a suitable location. The Warden had suggested that an 

alternative would be to ask the family if they would like to pay for a replacement gate on the eastern 

end of the churchyard because the present gate is in need of repair. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That members agree the replacing of the gate would be a more suitable request. 
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17. INSTALLATION OF A BELL AT THE CEMETERY CHAPEL 

 

The Chairman advised members that she would like to investigate the cost of installing a proper 

church bell at the cemetery chapel. 

Funding could be used from the monies given to the Town Council by the late Mr Weir. The bell could 

be in memory of both Mr and Mrs Weir 

RESOLVED 

That detailed costings be obtained and brought back to the Committee for further consideration. 

18. HIRE OF STANDPIPE 

Members were requested to approve the annual payment of £1,300 for the hire of the Standpipe. 

Mr Smith, Community Warden Supervised, advised members on what the pipe is used for and what 

the cost covers.   

RESOLVED 

 

That under the Open Spaces Act 1906 s.10 members agree to pay up to £1,300 (excluding VAT) for 

the renewal of the hire of the Standpipe. 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 8.05 pm 

 

…………………………………………            

Chairman 

 


